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Minutes of the Red Deer River Municipal Water User Group, May 20, 2010 at 
2:00 p.m., Civic Centre, Drumheller, Alberta 
 
1.0  Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM by Co-Chair Jim Lougheed, Red 
Deer County and John Kaster, Town of Hanna.  Introductions were given. 
 
Present: Jim Lougheed – Red Deer County,  John Kaster – Town of Hanna, Rick 
Poole – Town of Blackfalds, George Taylor – Town of Sundre; Richard Backs – 
Town of Sylvan Lake; Doug Lehman – Town of Oyen; Murray Marshall – County 
of Starland, Warren Smith – Town of Olds, Vanessa Vander Meer – Village of 
Linden; Everett Page – Mountain View County; Chris Reeds – Town of Trochu; 
Earl Graham – Clearwater County; Rob Naylor – Town of Three Hills;  Redford 
Peeples – Town of Stettler; Larry Pimm – City of Red Deer; Scott Dudley – 
Village of Munson; Ray Reckseidler – Village of Delburne;  Sheila Church – 
Town of Bowden; Derek Baird – Town of Innisfail; Cathy Perry – Village of Alix; 
Dug Major – Special Areas; Wayne Richardson – Town of Paintearth; Bill Shaw – 
Red Deer (Advisory); Ray Romanetz – Town of Drumheller; Keith Ryder – 
RDRMUG; Linda Handy – Town of Drumheller, Recording Secretary. 
 
2.0  Adoption of Agenda 
Addition:  Meeting Times 
Pimm that the agenda for the May 20, 2010 Red Deer River Municipal User 
Group Meeting be adopted as amended.  Carried unanimously. 
 
3.0  Adoption of Minutes 
3.1  Confirmation of Minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 18, 2010 
J. Lougheed stated that his comments on gravel extractions were not accurately 
reflected in the minutes and should be replaced with the following wording: 
“J. Lougheed stated that Red Deer County changed their bylaw to make gravel 
mining a permitted use on agricultural land, not anticipating that the flood plains 
of the Red Deer River would experience such a significant increase in gravel 
mining applications – potentially these pits could expand over hundreds of acres.  
He further stated that their Council was under the impression that Alberta 
Environment would manage gravel pits in the best interests of the public’s future.  
He stated that in his opinion, their Council had made a huge error in making 
gravel mining a permitted use on agriculturally zoned lands.  Gravel mining had 
previously been a discretionary use.  T. Aasen stated that Alberta Environment 
does consider whether the land use fits within the area …..” 
Error noted:  Town of Hanna did not do a toilet replacement program or rain 
barrels program. 
 
Reckseidler that the Red Deer River Municipal User Group Regular Meeting 
minutes of March 18, 2010 be adopted as amended.  Carried unanimously. 
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4.0  Guest Speaker 
4.1  Beverly Anderson, Executive Director, Red Deer River Watershed Alliance 
presented information to assist municipalities in signing off on the Integrated 
Watershed Management Plan. 
Overview of Watershed Alliance:  
- non profit society, focus on healthy watershed, designated by the government in 

2005, Board:  16 directors, 3 staff members; Bill Shaw – Founder. 
The State of the Watershed Report (will be used by landowners, stakeholders, 
municipalities and governments as the basis for an Integrated Watershed 
Management Plan):   

- Planning Process: establish terms of reference, set targets and 
thresholds, stakeholder implementation, and Land Use Framework 
foundation. 

- Common Indicators help to assess the condition of each of the 15 sub 
watersheds.  These  indicators fall into two categories:  condition 
indicators and risk indicators.  Condition indicators include water quality, 
water quantity, nutrients levels, etc.  Risk indictors include anything that 
threatens a watershed’s health. The ratings are green (good health), gold 
(medium), red (poor shape), and grey (no information – data gap).  These 
gaps include wetland and biodiversity inventories, initiation of long term 
water quality monitoring, and better assessment of riparian health. 

The Integrated Watershed Management Plan (purpose is to alleviate red areas, 
address data gaps, develop key actions, along with monitoring and reporting). 

- Expected outcomes include: match the vision of the Watershed Alliance -  
aligned with the Water for Life, operate within existing legislation, apply 
best management practices, educate key stakeholders and provide 
guidance on management.     

- Scope:  how it impacts the watershed, address needs of acquatic system, 
and maintenance of ecosystem. 

- The IWMP will have significant weight with the government and asking for 
endorsement on whether each municipality agrees with the process to get 
there. Only a few endorsement forms have been returned from 
municipalities. 

- The IWMP will be a major component of the Land Use Framework, the 
Watershed Alliance is taking the lead however municipalities are partners 
(need to set targets and thresholds – science, social, economic 
components not known yet). 

- The Technical Advisory Committee was formed to set targets and 
thresholds on indicators / report to municipalities and test in the realm of 
reality (based on science so it is defendable and align with needs of Land 
Use Framework).  The TAC will prioritize and address data gaps identified 
in the State of the Watershed Report. 

- Education forums will begin in September with a second series on bio 
diversity in October.   Annual General Meeting is scheduled for June 24th. 

   
.  
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5.0  Financial Reports 
5.1  Balance Statement 
5.2  Revenue and Expenses 
5.3  Accounting Notes 
K. Ryder, Executive Director provided an overview of the financial status to April 
30, 2010 as follows: 
Balance Sheet – Total Current Assets $151,417.76. 
Statement of Revenue and Expenses:    
Revenue year to date $25,323.12; Actual Expenses year to date $15,022.01  
Surplus (Loss) to date is $10,301.11. 
 
Taylor moved the adoption of the financial report as presented.  Carried 
unanimously. 
 
6.0  New Business  
6.1  Red Deer River Clean Up  
K. Ryder advised that this particular program is Red Deer city based but could be 
used in all “River” communities.  He encouraged the members to implement a 
similar type of program in their own municipality.  The website for information is 
http://reddeerriverclean-up.blogspot.com/. 
 
6.2  Discussion re RDRMUG approach to gravel extraction issues 
K. Ryder stated that the mandate was to ensure each municipality received 
information for an agreement or against approach.  He further stated that as a 
group, the RDRMUG will not take a stand either way.   
  
7.0 Executive Director’s Report 
K. Ryder noted three links on the RDRMUG’s website that would be of interest to 
the members:  
Alberta Environment’s Advisories for high stream flows. 
Alberta Water Portal’s 24 hour precipitation forecast.   
Water Footprints includes good information for municipal newsletters / 
conservation notes. 
 
7.1  Update on Alberta Branch CWRA Conference 
K. Ryder provided an overview of the conference he attended on March 28 – 30 
in Edmonton: 
Theme:  “Innovation … Adding Science to Water”; 
Some Topics included:  Best time to start planning for water was 50 years ago; 
challenges in water, average US household uses 100 m3 compared to African 
household which uses 10 m3;  drainage of storm water impacting water quality. 
7.2  Meetings with AENV 
7.2.1  Crown Reservation Request 
K. Ryder stated that a copy was included in the package for the members 
information and it has been forwarded to the Minister’s office. 



May 20, 2010  Page 4 of 5 

 
Perry moved to approve the Executive Director’s Report as presented.  Carried.  
 
8.0  Correspondence 
K. Ryder presented three documents for the members’ consideration: 
1.  “Reclaimed Waste Water” (Alberta Municipal Affairs) 
2.   “Water Act:  Licences” (Alberta Environment) 
3.  “Alberta Environment’s Drinking Water Program”  (May, 2009) 
 
9.0 Review of Municipal Projects 
New information from members on new water projects and the status of projects 
in the works in their respective communities: 
Clearwater County - $11M for new sewer line and new lagoon at Nordegg – 7 
km pipeline and new lagoon empty into the North Saskatchewan. 
Town of Sundre – Sundre will provide water on the east side – tender errors.  
Project has been retendered (project funded by the three governments).  
Town of Olds / MVWSC – Article of interest in the Calgary Herald – provincial 
regulations on reusing grey water (available from Municipal Affairs as well).  
Discussed BC land trust scenario – example Calgary could buy Elbow River 
thereby gaining control and have the ability to regulate development. 
Town of Innisfail – changing out water lines – Main St. will be problematic as it 
will be closed for a lengthy timeframe.   
Town of Blackfalds – promoting water barrel sale.   
Mountain View County – Council proceeding with engineering for new bridge 
east of Cremonia.  Full licensing of new septic systems and mandatory 
inspections. 
Village of Munson – street replacement project underway; approval received to 
pump  lagoon water.  
Town of Sylvan Lake – septic station handling up to 10,000 people; trying to 
obtain water license to draw water from Red Deer River – meeting with Minister 
and Alberta Environment for approval;   
Starland County – Byemore / Endiang water hookups. 
Village of Alix – main street project to upgrade water and sewer lines; 
decommission lift station (sinking). 
County of Paintearth – new reservoir. 
City of Red Deer – Clean up the River Event on June 6th; 8 MLA’s meeting to 
discuss the need for a crown reservation. 
Town of Stettler – water plant completion by September / October 2010; 
communication system giving troubles; transfer station pumping water east and 
west. 
Town of Delbourne – closed one of the original water wells; dug new well – 
water source is good. 
Special Areas Board – water line construction Hanna to Oyen; wastewater 
system project east of Consort. 
Red Deer County – regional water system participation; ethanol plant 
development will require a lot of water. 
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Addition to Agenda:  It was agreed that the time for the meetings be moved 
from 2:00 PM to 1:00 PM. 
 
10.0  Adjournment: 
The next meeting (or field trip) is scheduled for July 15th at 1:00 PM at the Civic 
Centre, Drumheller, Alberta.   
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:40 PM 


