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RED DEER RIVER MUNICIPAL USERS GROUP 
 

Minutes of November 9, 2006 
 

1.0  Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order at 11:10 AM by Reeve Earl Marshall – County of 

Stettler as Co-Chairman.  Councilor John Sparling, Town of Drumheller, Co-Chaired the 

meeting. 

 

Present:  Glen Rieger – Village of Acme, Ron Wilson – Town of Three Hills, Annon 

Hovde – KRWSC, Ray Reckseidler - Village of Delburne, George Taylor – Town of 

Sundre, Al Kemmere – Mountainview County, Kris Bojch – Town of Olds, Patt 

Churchill – Town of Innisfail, Tim Ainscough – Town of Innisfail, Doug Jones – Town 

of Oyen, Wayne Richardson – County of Paintearth, Len Waters – Village of Big Valley, 

Dug Major – Special Areas Board, Art Grenville – Starland County, Redford Peeples – 

Town of Stettler, Ray Romanetz – Town of Drumheller, John Sparling – Town of 

Drumheller, Earl Marshall – County of Stettler, Richard Backs – Town of Sylvan Lake, 

Ken VanDewark – County of Red Deer, Phil Frere – Town of Trochu, Lorna Watkinson-

Zimmer – City of Red Deer, Bill Shaw – City of Red Deer, Keith Ryder – Executive 

Director – RDRMUG. 

 

Arrived for 2:00 PM Presentation:  John Vandoesburg - Mountainview Regional Water 

Commission, Derek Lovlin – MD of Rocky View, Alan Pentney – Alberta Environment, 

Randy Poon – Alberta Environment. 

 

2.0 Introductions 
 

Membership was introduced. 

 

3.0 Adoption of Agenda 

 

Glen Reiger moved for adoption of the agenda with the following additions: 

7d. – Election of additional executive officers 

7e. – Review of member letters to Alberta Environment Carried 

 

4.0 Adoption of Minutes 

 

Redford Peeples moved that the minutes of September 21, 2006 be adopted with the 

following correction(s): 

1)  d) Project Status (i) the last line in the last paragraph on page 2 should read 

as follows:  “Electric windmill project ongoing Buffalo Lake wastewater is being 

returned to the Red Deer River.                                             Carried 

 

No business arising from minutes of September 21, 2006 was discussed 
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5.0 Financial Status 

 

Financial reports for the period ending October 31, 2006 were prepared by Town of 

Drumheller staff, presented by Keith Ryder and reviewed by the membership. 

 

Doug Jones moved acceptance of the financial reports.                      Carried 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
 

6.0 Review RDRMUG Purposes & Objectives 

 

Keith Ryder presented a review of the purposes, goals and objectives that formed the 

framework and business plan for RDRMUG.  Discussion followed with the following 

points being made: 

 

a) item 5.1 (e) must be kept at full strength as “Advocate the Priority of Red 

Deer River Water for use within the Red Deer River Basin, including 

municipalities receiving treated potable water from the Red Deer River by 

means of regional delivery systems. 

 

b) Need to specifically define differences between RDRMUG and the Red Deer 

River Watershed Alliance.  Executive Director was instructed to meet with 

RDRWA and document different functions and areas of responsibility. 

 

c) It was discussed and agreed that ground water is equally important to the 

RDRMUG. 

 

 

Pat Churchill made a motion at this point that a letter be written to the Minister of 

Environment outlining concern from RDRMUG that there is a lack of current studies and 

concern pertaining to the total Ground Water resources in the South Saskatchewan River 

Basin.                                                                                              Carried 

 

 

d) Coal Bed Methane drilling and the effects of drilling were discussed and it 

was generally agreed that the RDRMUG should pursue a presentation from a 

neutral source, perhaps host a joint presentation forum from an academic 

presenter and a presenter with EUB or industry orientation.  There were 

specific suggestions given to the executive director to contact. 
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7.0 a/b/c/. 2007 Goals, Specific Projects & AIMS 

 

General discussion indicated that the goals as set out in the business plan and the 

original framework would be supplemented with the following: 

 

i)  Pursue access to current and pending water license applications  

 

ii) Update physical data on the quality and historical flow rate of the Red Deer 

River. 

 

iii) Update and keep current the total licensing allocations and allotment available. 

 

iv)  Compile current information and quality data of waste water being returned to 

the Red Deer River.  This would include the identification of major contributors 

of wastewater to the River. 

 

v) Complete the Water Basin Atlas project with the Red Deer River Watershed 

Alliance. 

 

vi) Secure intervener status for future public hearings.  (this was later discussed 

with officials from Alberta Environment and we were advised that “intervener 

status” is not given to a group, if members of the group are able to represent 

themselves at a public hearing). 

 

vii) Lobby appropriate Provincial Government Departments for the opportunity to 

proceed in studies for future storage facilities on the Red Deer River and for 

RDRMUG to be an active participant in these studies. 

 

Note:  RDRMUG is to share these goals and strategies with the Red Deer River 

Watershed Alliance, wherever practical we will pool our resources and efforts to avoid 

duplicate endeavors. 

 

Richard Backs moved to accept the goals, aims and strategies.               Carried 

 

7.0 d. Additional Member(s) to Executive (Addition) 

 

 

Discussion re: addition to the Executive Committee of 2 seats. One seat will be for a 

Rural Member and one for an Urban Member.  The City of Red Deer, represented by 

Lorna Watkinson-Zimmer, was invited to fill the Urban position and the Rural position is 

to be filled by the County of Mountainview, represented by Al Kemmere. 

 

Patt Churchill moved that the additions be made.            Carried   

 

 



 

 4 

7.0 e. Letters of Concern (Addition) 

 

Several members, including the Towns of Stettler, Innisfail, Sylvan Lake, and 

Drumheller shared their letters of concern that were written to Alberta Environment 

regarding the timelines, lack of notification, and general opposition to the transfer of 

water from one river basin to supplement the needs of another basin.  Discussion ensued 

and action was deferred to later in today’s meeting.  Also, a letter was read that Alberta 

Environment had sent to the Executive Director advising of an extension and further 

advertising being done in the application from the MD of Rocky View for additional 

water requirements. 

 

 

 

8.0 2007 Budget as Related to Goals and Projects 

 

Discussion was held on the direction of approaching members for 2007 funding.  The 

executive director was requested to meet with the Administration of the Town of 

Drumheller to compile a budget that reflects an accurate dollar figure to the strategies, 

goals and business plans that are in place. 

 

Motion by Patt Churchill to invoice each member .25 cents per capita for 2007 was 

tabled until an actual budget is prepared.  This will be done and sent out for each 

member to review.  If there is consensus on this budget then invoices will be forwarded 

to the member municipalities and the new budget will be ratified at the January 

meeting. 

 

 

 

 

9.0 Update from MD of Rocky View re License Application for “Balzac Project” 

 

Mr. John Vandoesburg introduced the following speakers: 

 

i)    Mr. Derek Lovlin, representing the MD of Rocky View, brought the 

RDRMUG up to date on the background, action to date and the current status of 

their license application relating to the “Balzac Project”.  Questions and 

discussion followed. 

 

ii)   Mr. Alan Pentney, representing Alberta Environment, discussed the actual 

mechanics of how licensing applications are processed.  Mr. Pentney also advised 

the RDRMUG that an extension of 30 days and additional advertising has been 

placed for the license application for the MD of Rocky View.  Questions, answers 

and general discussion followed. 

 

The Speakers were thanked and they left the meeting. 
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 10.0 Round Table Discussion 

 

The license application from the MD of Rocky View for water to be used in the 

“Balzac Project” created open discussion focusing on the main concern of RDRMUG 

that there is a problem with the whole licensing process. 

 

Lorna Watkinson-Zimmer moved that a letter be drafted for the Co-Chairs to sign 

and be sent to the Minister of Environment and all of the MLA’s within the Red Deer 

River Basin.                                                                    Carried 

 

Points to be put into the letter included: 

 

• Overall process is lacking credibility 

• Advertising of the license application does not reach everyone that is in fact 

affected. 

• Basins must live within their resources without crutching on other basins. 

• Application process must be streamlined; group suggested a “one window” 

approach, perhaps through the Red Deer Office of Alberta Environment. 

• RDRMUG does not dispute the MD of Rocky Views application for additional 

water licensing, however there is concern that the overall process contravenes 

previous agreements and understandings regarding the unnecessary transfer of 

water from one basin to another. 

 

NEXT MEETING:   January 18, 2007 

      Executive Meeting: 1:00 PM 

      General Meeting:  2:00 PM 

                                            

ADJOURNED:  4:15 PM 

 

 


