
                                                                       EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

                                                     March 15, 2018 
                                              Badlands Community Facility 

  
                                                                            10:30 – 12:00 – (Lunch will be arranged)           

 

 

1. Call to Order: 

 

2. Agenda  

 

2.1. Additions 

2.2. Approval  

 

3. Minutes: 

3.1. Confirmation of minutes from January 18, 2018 

3.2. Business arising from minutes of January 18, 2018 

 

4. Financial:   

4.1. Financials to February 28, 2018 (attached) 

 

5. New Business: 

5.1. Executive Director Report: 

5.1.1. Update of informal meeting with Minister of Environment/Next steps 

5.1.2. Discuss future RDRMUG Goals/Strategies/Member Expectations.  Review  

         RDRMUG Mandate. Current information included. 

5.1.3. Review meeting format, guest speakers, and presentations. 

 

 

5.2. Water Quality Action Plan: 

Toolkit Implementation Next Steps          

5.2.1. Draft Letter to Municipalities 

5.2.2. Draft News Release 

5.2.3. Draft Workshop Agenda 

5.2.4. Proposed Workshop locations and dates 

  

 

6. Next Meeting: Call of the Co-Chairs 

 

7. Adjournment 
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RDRMUG EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE              
Meeting Minutes January 18, 2018                                         

 

 

1. Call to Order:  10:30am by acting chair R. Poole 

 

Attendance: A. Campbell, T. Leslie, R. Poole, B. Shaw, G. Campion, J. Slemp and K. Ryder 

 

2. Agenda:  Approved as presented. J. Slemp                  Carried 

 

3. Minutes: 

 

3.1 Motion to accept minutes of December 7, 2017 as presented:       

T. Leslie             Carried 

           

3.2 Business arising from minutes of December 7, 2017: None 

. 

 

4. Financial: 

 

4.1 Financial Information to December 31, 2017 

Motion to accept for information.  G. Campion        Carried 

 

4.2 2018 Draft Operating Budget. 

      Motion to accept for information AND recommend to RDRMUG membership:   

A. Campbell            Carried 

 

 

5. New Business: 

 
5.1 Water Quality Action Plan: 

 
5.1.1 Review of FINAL edition of Toolkit for Protecting Source Water Quality in the Red 

Deer River Watershed.  Click Here 

Motion to recommend adoption of toolkit to RDRMUG membership for approval. 

J. Slemp            Carried 

 
5.1.2 Implementation Action Plan for Toolkit Click Here 

Motion to recommend adoption of Toolkit Implementation to RDRMUG membership 

for review and approval.  A. Campbell         Carried 

 

 

6 Executive Director’s Report: 

 

6.1 Update meeting with Minister Phillips is ongoing, waiting for Minister’s schedule to permit 

meeting. 

6.2 10 Year Review of the South Saskatchewan:  no new information to report at this time. 
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../../2014%20Action%20Plan/BPS%20Consulting/Water%20Quality%20Toolkit/Final%20(2nd%20printing)%20Toolkit%20Report.pdf
../../2014%20Action%20Plan/BPS%20Consulting/Water%20Quality%20Toolkit/DRAFT%20RDRMUG%20Implementation%20plan%20January%202018.pdf
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6.3 Review of RDRMUG Goals and Strategies, Mandate, etc.  K. Ryder advised that it is a 

good time to have the membership review these items.  He stated that he would circulate 

these to the membership and ask for response by members. 

 

6.4  Recommendation to follow past format to establish 2018 RDRMUG dates.  K. Ryder 

advised that the rotation of the 3rd Thursday of every second month has worked well for 

RDRMUG regular meetings.  He acknowledged that with member’s busy schedules that 

these dates may not always work for everyone, however attendance at past meetings has 

always been very respectable. The following dates of March 15, May 17, July 19, 

September 20 and November 15 are consistent with past meeting dates. 

Motion to recommend above dates to RDRMUG membership for approval.  J. Slemp 

             Carried 

 

Motion to accept the Executive Director’s report for information.  T. Leslie 

             Carried 

        

 

7 Executive Director’s Contract.  (The Executive Director’s contract is to be reviewed on an annual 

basis. 

Motion to recommend to the RDRMUG membership that K. Ryder’s contract as Executive Director 

be extended for the 2018 fiscal year at the same rate as 2017.  T. Leslie     Carried 

 

8 Next Meeting:  Call of the Co-Chairs 

 

9 Meeting Adjourned 12:10pm 

Motion to adjourn A. Campbell            Carried 
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RED DEER RIVER MUNICIPAL USERS GROUP (RDRMUG) 

 
 

The Red Deer River Municipal Users Group (RDRMUG) is an association of rural and 

urban municipalities.  The Group Membership is composed of municipalities within the 

Red Deer River Basin and communities who receive water from the Red Deer River. 

 

Mandate and Objectives: 

 

 Establish and maintain a comprehensive information base that will provide 

consistent and current information pertaining to water issues. 

 Provide a forum for municipalities to discuss water supply, water use and water 

quality. 

 Serve as an advocate of municipal interests in the supply, use, delivery and 

quality of water. 

 Insure that reliable quality water supplies are available for a sustainable and 

growing economy in each of our municipalities. 

 Continually work toward a healthy and balanced aquatic ecosystem. 
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DRAFT LETTER TO MUNICIPALITIES 

 

 

Dear Mayor/Reeve - - - - - - - - : Personally address to Mayor or Reeve 
 
Re:  Protecting Source Water Quality – Municipal Actions 
 
Since 2006 the Red Deer River Municipal Users Group (MUG) has been advocating municipal interests 
in the supply, use, delivery and quality of water throughout, and beyond, the Red Deer River 
watershed. With little water and poor quality water community health, well-being and future prospects 

are severely challenged. MUG’s activities are in keeping with the provincial Water for Life Strategy and 
policies by both the AUMA and AAMD&C. The initial, and continuing, focus of MUG related to water 
quantity.  Discussions continue with the Provincial Government to attain a water license that would 
secure for all municipalities served by the Red Deer River sufficient quantities of water for long-term 
needs.  
 

The most recent thrust of MUG recognizes the key importance to protect the quality of source water 

that serves not only your communities, but also the agricultural, industrial and other sectors that 
depend on the Red Deer River and its tributaries. Of course, good quality water is also vital to the 
health of the river’s aquatic ecosystems.  
 
Recognizing municipalities have key roles (see attachment) to play in protecting source water quality 
and quantity, MUG has prepared A Toolkit for Protecting Source Water Quality in the Red Deer River 

Watershed. Four of the eight purposes of the Toolkit Report are: 
1. to identify many of the threats to the quality of source water within the watershed 
2. to outline municipal roles in source water and source water quality protection  
3. to introduce tools which municipalities may use to protect source water quality 
4. to encourage more action by municipalities to protect source water quality. 

 
The municipal representatives on MUG have heartily endorsed an action plan, by using the Toolkit, to 

encourage strategic and sustained municipal action to protect source water quality (and quantity). To 
this end your community, together with municipalities throughout and beyond the Red Deer River 

watershed, are invited to attend one of three Source Water Protection Workshops in April (see 
attachment). Your community attendees ideally would include a council and staff member, but may be 
one or the other. The main goal of the workshop will be to identify and prioritize one or more actions 
by your municipality to address threats to your supply of source water (note: it may be that two or 
more municipalities may chose to work together to address a common threat). 

 
Following the workshop, it is requested that a report be provided to Council with a request to support 
one or more priority actions.  In order to formalize commitments to action throughout the watershed, 
MUG will prepare a ‘Source Water Charter’ for each municipality to sign at joint meeting of Mayors and 
Reeves in June, thus showing concerted region wide collaboration to protect source water quality (and 
quantity).  

 
A copy of the Toolkit for Protecting Source Water Quality in the Red Deer River Watershed is available 
on line at XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX. Section 6.3.4 outlines some initial preparations that 
may be undertaken by each municipality. A hardcopy will be available at the workshop or by a request 
to Keith Ryder, Executive Director of MUG. 

 
By 4:30 April 2 please advise Keith of your municipality’s decision to attend the workshop under which 

you are listed, or another workshop should that date and location be more appropriate. Remember,  
Clean water = healthy, vibrant environment and communities! 
With sincere hope you participate.  
 
 
 ______________________________  _____________________________ 
 Mayor Terry Leslies, Town of Sundre  Councillor Jean Bota, Red Deer County 

 Urban Co-Chair     Rural Co-Chair 
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Attachment  

 
Municipalities have key roles to play in protecting source water quality. These are: 

1. wetland, riparian land and aquatic habitat protection 

2. point source and non-point source pollution management 
3. land use planning 
4. management of land use impacts,  
5. drinking water, wastewater and stormwater management, and 
6. the promotion of land and water stewardship. 

 
Source Water Protection Workshop – preliminary agenda 

 
Morning – 9:30 a.m. start 

 Introductions 
 What is Source water? 
 RDRMUG interest in source water protection (i.e. why municipalities should be concerned) 
 An overview of threats to source water 

 An overview of tools to address threats 
 Workshop objectives and process 

 
Lunch – around 11:30 a.m.  note $10.00 per participant 
 
Afternoon – 12:30 p.m. 

 Work through all Tools #1 to #21) 

 Identify key threats and action priorities 
 Future actions and timeline 

 
Wrap-up – 4:00 p.m. 
 
 
Workshops: staring time 9:30 am 

 
Olds – April nn    Hanna – April nn    Lacombe – April nn 

@ _________________  @ _________________  @ ________________ 
 
To be filled in by Keith 
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NEWS RELEASE – DRAFT 

 

MUNICIPALITIES ACTING TO PROTECT SOURCE WATER QUALITY 

IN THE RED DEER RIVEER WATERSHED 

 

 
The Red Deer River Municipal Users Group (MUG) has commenced an action plan to encourage 
strategic and sustained municipal action to protect source water quality in the Red Deer River 
watershed. and its tributaries. Currently MUG has 35 member municipalities but plans to engage 
another 40 communities to work together in protecting the quality of source water. 
 
Source water is any untreated water found in rivers, streams, reservoirs, lakes and aquifers used for 

the supply of raw water for municipal drinking water systems and for use by industries, irrigators and 
other water users. It is not the water but of the tap, but the water that is treated to become potable 
water. 
 

Good quality (i.e. clean) source water is important for many reasons. Economic and community 
viability depend on the availability of water and the cleaner it is the less the cost to render it potable. 
Clean source water promote healthy rivers and lakes, and in turn healthy aquatic ecosystems while 

also enhancing the visual and recreation experiences in using these waters. Social well being relies on 
having a safe, secure supply of water for drinking and other basic needs. 
 
MUG recognizes municipalities play key roles in protecting source water quality and quantity. These 
include: land use planning; managing of land use impacts on source water including the minimization 
of point source and non-point source pollution; conserving wetlands, riparian lands and aquatic 

habitats; meeting high standards in the management of drinking water, wastewater and stormwater; 
and the promotion of land and water stewardship. 
 
Most if not all municipalities have policies and programs that serve to consider the management of 
and impacts on source water. To encourage and facilitate enhanced municipal action across the 
watershed, MUG has prepared A Toolkit for Protecting Source Water Quality in the Red Deer River 
Watershed. Two of the key purposes of the Toolkit are (1) to identify many of the threats to the 

quality of source water within the watershed and (2) to outline tools which municipalities may use to 
address threats in order to protect source water quality. 
 
To implement the action plan, MUG will facilitate three workshops across the watershed to assist 
municipalities to identify the key threats to their source water quality and to consider optional tools 
(i.e. actions) to address the threats. These considerations will assist municipalities to identify and 
prioritize one or more actions to address threats to source water quality (and quantity).  Once 

municipalities have identified their priority actions, they will be called together to sign a “Source Water 
Charter”. A formal signing process attended by municipalities from throughout the watershed will 
serve municipalities to commit to implement the tool or tools to assist in protecting the quality of their 
source water, which most often is also the source water of other municipalities. 
 
The source water action plan is consistent with the Province’s Water for Life Strategy and the water 

management objectives of the Red Deer River Watershed Alliance, which was consulted in the 
preparation of the Toolkit and suggested a ‘Water Charter’. 
 

x x x x x 
 

Date: _______________________ 
 

Contact:  
 Councillor Jean Bota, Red Deer County – MUG Rural Co-Chair @ ____________ 
 Mayor Terry Leslies, Town of Sundre – MUG Urban Co-Chair @ ____________  
 Keith Ryder, MUG Executive Director  @ ____________     
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Source Water Protection Workshop – preliminary agenda 

 

Morning – 9:30 a.m. start 

 Introductions 

 What is Source water? 

 RDRMUG interest in source water protection (i.e. why municipalities should be 

concerned) 

 An overview of threats to source water 

 An overview of tools to address threats 

 Workshop objectives and process 

 

Lunch – around 11:30 a.m.  note $10.00 per participant 

 

Afternoon – 12:30 p.m. 

 Work through all Tools - #1 to 21) 

 Identify Key threats and action priorities 

 Follow-up and timeline 

 

Wrap Up – 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Needs: 

 

1. room with sufficient seating and tables (round) 

2. head table with lectern 

3. ability to dim lights 

4. power point projector and screen 

5. extra copies of Toolkit Report 

6. Summary Workshop sheets (sufficient copies) 

7. other handouts (e.g. list of threat and tools) 

8. provisions for lunch (buffet of simple fare) 

9. coffee, water, snacks and condiments (start-up; 2 coffee breaks) 

10. pens 
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Proposed Source Water Protection Workshops

Innisfail or Olds Hanna Lacombe
 

Clearwater County Acadia Valley City of Lacombe

Mtn View County County of Stettler* City of Red Deer

Red Deer County Kneehill County County of Camrose

SV of Burnstick Lake Newell County County of Ponoka

Town of Bowden Paintearth County Lacombe County

Town of Carstairs Special Areas SV of Birchcliff

Town of Crossfield Starland County SV of Gulll Lake

Town of Didsbury SV of Rochon Sands* SV of Half Moon Bay

Town of Innisfail SV of White Sands* SV of Jarvis Bay

Town of Olds Town of Castor SV of Norglenwold

Town of Penhold Town of Consort SV of Parkland Beach

Town of Sundre Town of Coronation SV of Sunbreaker Cove

Town of Three Hills Town of Drumheller SV Rochon Sands

Town of Trochu Town of Hanna SV White Sands

Village of Acme Town of Oyen Town of Bashaw

Village of Beiseker Town of Stettler* Town of Blackfalds

Village of Carbon Village of Big Valley Town of Eckville

Village of Caroline Village of Cereal Town of Ponoka

Village of Cremona Village of Delia Town of Rimbey

Village of Delburne Village of Donalda* Town of Sylvan Lake

Village of Elnora Village of Halkirk Village of Alix

Village of Irricana Village of Morrin Village of Bentley

Village of Linden Village of Munson Village of Clive

Wheatland County Village of Veteran Village of Ferintosh

Village of Youngstown

* Discuss logistics of travel distance.

PROPOSED DATES:  Depending on venue availability, etc.

Friday, April 27, 2018 Friday, May 04, 2018 Friday, May 11, 2018

OR ???
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