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ALBERTA WATER COUNCIL 
Review of Water for Life Implementation Progress: 2012–2015 

BACKGROUNDER 
• The Alberta Water Council (AWC) is releasing its report, Review of Water for Life Implementation 

Progress: 2012–2015 highlighting areas of success and 12 recommendations to advance progress of 
the Water for Life strategy. 

• Since 2003, the AWC has completed four reviews of Water for Life implementation progress. This 
fifth review informs the Government of Alberta (GoA), Provincial Authorities (PAs), Watershed 
Planning and Advisory Councils (WPACs), Watershed Stewardship Groups (WSGs) and Albertans as 
they continue implementing the strategy.  

• The review looked at several documents and involved interviews with staff from the GoA and PAs 
and a survey of AWC sectors and WSGs. Other speakers along with experts on healthy aquatic 
ecosystems in Alberta also informed the review. 

• Progress has been made in some areas of Water for Life, but there is still room for improvement. To 
maintain its resiliency and relevance, Water for Life should continue to address priority concerns and 
adapt to challenges such as climate change. 

• The AWC makes 12 recommendations in seven areas related to the implementation progress of Water 
for Life: 

Safe, Secure Drinking Water:  
 Recommendation 1 calls for the GoA to work with the federal government, Indigenous 

communities, rural and small municipalities, and regional service providers to continue developing 
and investing in sustainable, regional drinking water and wastewater solutions (short-term). 

 Recommendation 2 calls for the GoA to work with partners to: 
a) define source waters (including headwaters) in Alberta (short-term) 
b) inventory source waters (including headwaters) in Alberta (medium-term) 
c) monitor and assess source water quality, quantity and risks, and incorporate findings into 

policy, planning and decision-making processes (long-term) 
 

Healthy Aquatic Ecosystems: 
 Recommendation 3 calls for the GoA to work with partners to: 

a) establish aquatic ecosystem health criteria (short-term) 
b) undertake aquatic ecosystem health assessments for the seven land-use planning regions 

(medium-term) 
c) incorporate findings into policy, planning and decision-making processes (long-term) 

 Recommendation 4 calls for the GoA to establish a transparent and accountable system for 
managing flows to advance Water for Life’s goal of healthy aquatic ecosystems (short-term). 

 Recommendation 5 calls for the GoA to clearly and periodically communicate how the regional 
planning process sustains healthy aquatic ecosystems, mitigates impacts to them and restores 
degraded aquatic ecosystems (short-term). 
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Reliable, Quality Water Supplies for a Sustainable Economy: 
 Recommendation 6 calls for the GoA to work with partners to develop provincial water reuse 

policy, taking a watershed-based approach (short-term). 
 
Knowledge and Research: 
 Recommendation 7 calls for the GoA to work with partners to: 

a) improve Albertans’ understanding of the water management system by promoting awareness 
and knowledge (short-term) 

b) ensure that science and research inform policy and decision makers, partners and the public 
through effective knowledge transfer (short-term) 

c) continue to engage partners and the public in research, citizen science, monitoring, and 
education initiatives (short-term) 

 Recommendation 8 calls for the GoA and partners to improve the accessibility and availability of 
Water for Life documents and water-related information (short-term). 

 
Partnerships: 
 Recommendation 9 calls for the GoA to: 

a) clarify commitments to Water for Life partnerships (short-term) 
b) continue to provide core resources and support to Water for Life partnerships (long-term) 
c) confirm how partnerships’ policy advice and plans (i.e., from AWC and WPACs) integrate into 

policy, planning and decision-making processes (short-term) 
 Recommendation 10 calls for Water for Life partnerships to continue to investigate and leverage 

additional resources to support their work (long-term).  
 

Water Conservation: 
 Recommendation 11 calls for the AWC to continue to provide the forum for advancing water 

conservation, efficiency and productivity (medium-term). 
 
Performance Metrics: 
 Recommendation 12 calls for the GoA to continue to work with partners to develop and monitor 

performance metrics and publicly report progress made towards achieving Water for Life goals.  
 
Copies of the report and more information on the AWC and the Water for Life Implementation Review 
Committee can be found at www.awchome.ca.  

The Alberta Water Council is a multi-stakeholder partnership that stewards the implementation of 
Alberta’s Water for Life strategy and provides advice on water management issues to its members, which 
include the GoA and provincial authorities, industries, municipalities and NGOs. 

For more information, please contact:  
Andre Asselin 
Acting Executive Director 
780-644-7381 or a.asselin@awchome.ca   
www.awchome.ca 
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