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STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING SUMMARY 
 

Meeting:  Friday, March 5, 2021 

       Virtual - ZOOM 

 

Attendance:  R. Poole, T. Leslie, W. Blatz, D. Wyntjes,  G. Parsons, J. Slemp, J. Ireland, A. Monkman, B. 

Shaw, K. Ryder 

  

 

 

1. Meeting was called to order by Co-Chair T. Leslie at 10:30am. 

 

2. Review of meeting summary from January 15, 2021.  Accepted as presented for information. 

 

3. RDRMUG: A Look Back – Moving Forward – click here 
(Final Draft) 

 

 K. Ryder advised that the Handbook has not gone to print but is ready.  He advised that there is two 

options for binding: #1: Saddle Stitch (stapled) 3.32 each, #2 Metal Coil Bound 8.32 each. 

 All relevant links are incorporated into the Handbook for use in digital copies. 

 Consensus is to use the Saddle Stitch for first printing.  With options to have a more formal copy that 

would be coil bound that would perhaps be for Council libraries. 

 First printing will be 50 copies.  Additional copies can be printed quickly. 

 

 

4. Future Action Items: 

 

4.1. Review Key Action Items: 
 

Concern #1 – Water Availability 

Concern #2 – Water Quality 

 

K. Ryder advised that now the Handbook has been finalized and approved he would like direction from 

the Steering Committee implementing the action items, specifically relating to MUG’s roles in 

providing information, securing resources and reviewing budget implications to enable accomplishing 

key actions. 

 

Round Table Discussion 

 

 Arrange future meetings with Alberta Environment and Parks. 

 An invitation exists from both the Minister’s Office and Deputy Minister’s Office to meet to 

discuss issues and concerns. 

 Letter to be drafted to introduce the Handbook to Municipalities. (K. Ryder advised that the 

Handbook would be presented to members at the March 18, 2021 meeting). 

 Plan for a “post-election” presentation to ensure new Councillors are aware of the Handbook. 

 

STEERING COMMITTEE 

Future Actions – Priorities – Challenges 
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 Concern expressed that in view of the many issues that the Provincial Government has to deal with 

at this time, that at all meeting opportunities, RDRMUG reiterate to the importance of water related 

issues.   

 Specific requests to be formulated that would include follow up actions and timelines. 

 Minister Nixon has committed to reviewing the RDRMUG request for a municipal Crown 

Reservation and providing guidance on future related actions.  Follow up with Deputy Minister and 

MLAs. 

 Bill Shaw provided information on the Inter-Basin Water Coordinating Committee that he is a 

member through the RDRWA and an upcoming meeting that includes drought management 

strategy that the Province is developing.  Bill suggested that he can provide information to this 

Committee that reflects RDRMUG’s position on the importance of drought management and 

sharing of water during “desperate” shortages and how members will get together to formulate 

sharing issues.  No issues were expressed and Bill was thanked and encouraged to present to the 

Coordinating Committee on behalf of MUGs. 

 K. Ryder was asked to draft a letter to Deputy Minister Yee requesting a meeting be set up to 

outline key action items.  Also to follow up with Minister Nixon’s office pertaining to the request 

for a Crown Reservation. 

 Reiterate to the Government that now is the time to proactively manage the water in the Red Deer 

River and not follow the situation in the Bow and the Old Man River systems that had already 

allocated all available water before active management was engaged. 

 Time is right to recognize municipal water needs as is being done for the irrigation industry. 

 At this point storage is the main issue and encompasses all other concerns.  As any future storage 

infrastructure will take a long time to materialize, it is important to get the Government looking at 

the storage. 

 T. Leslie advised that he is a member of a new Mayor’s group that will be meeting with 4 MLAs 

next week and he will bring forward RDRMUG information on municipal water concerns.   

 With increased irrigation in Alberta and Saskatchewan, the apportionment agreement will come 

into play in impacting the amount of water available to all users. 

 J. Slemp advised that with the increased efficiencies in irrigation and the Provinces’ additional 

investments in irrigation projects, how could these changes effect the amount of water available to 

other users, especially in drought and low flow times? 

 B. Shaw spoke on the importance of keeping water related issues in front of the Provincial 

Government.  He reiterated that irrigation is probably the second biggest user of water within the 

Red Deer River Basin and is close to being comparable to municipal usage. It is also essential that 

the Special Areas and Acadia Valley irrigation projects be approved as these areas are in desperate 

need of a reliable water supply.  It is recognized that if these two projects are approved they will 

use approximately 40% of the unallocated water within the River. 

 D. Wyntjes advised that she attended a session with Minister Schweitzer, who spoke on the 

diversification of agriculture and increase in irrigation – we should try and link this with our water 

concerns.  RDRMUG must remain proactive on the WATER issues and this may be a good time to 

tie in our concerns. 

 B. Shaw advised that this may the time for RDRMUG to approach the Government with strong 

suggestions that it is time that there is a formalized water management plan for the Red Deer River 

that includes beginning to engage plans for future storage projects.   

 J. Slemp pointed out that to grow the economy engage the growth must “fit” the River and 

municipalities must be a key part of this growth.  RDRMUG is in a position to take a lead role in 

this action on behalf of municipalities. 

 J. Ireland reiterated that the time is right to the Provincial Government to look at water issues and 

perhaps offer assistance in achieving “political capital” prior to the next Provincial election. 

 T. Leslie agreed that this was the time to move ahead with meeting with Alberta Environment to 

further the work being done by RDRMUG on a Municipal Crown Reservation and begin process 

on future storage. 
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4.2. Coal Mining Issues:   

J. Ireland inquired what role RDRMUG should be playing on the recent coal mining policies, licensing 

and permits initiated by the Provincial Government.  These policies have an effect the overall well-

being of the headwaters and entire River Basin. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

 After discussion the Committee’s consensus was that at this time it would be appropriate for 

RDRMUG to continue to research and monitor relevant information to be shared with members. 

 This allows Councils to provide educational information to their residents. 

 Keep in touch with the RDRWA, AUMA and other agencies to gather and share information. 

 RDRMUG to review information and continue to stake a strong leadership role on the environmental 

protection of watersheds. 

 Municipal interests are protecting the quality of water for their residents.  Municipalities would have 

an opportunity to present their cases during future Environmental Impact Assessments that would 

have to take place for any new or changes to all related extraction current licenses. 

 Critical to maintaining source water protection in the “eastern slopes”. 

 Current information does not indicate that there any projects that would directly impact the Red Deer 

River Basin. Current maps indicate that there are projects that could involve Clearwater County.  

 Monitor for any projects that will directly affect the Red Deer River Basin. 

 

4.3. External Review of RDRMUG Handbook:  

B. Shaw suggested that the Group may want to consider an external review of the Handbook by perhaps 

Alberta Water Smart to look at the overall implications presented in the Handbook to ensure that the 

material was current and relevant to members.  RDRWA suggested that this may be a very valuable 

exercise especially in the “big ticket” items such as water storage and the progression of the Crown 

Reservation application. 

 

 J. Slemp suggested that it may be wise to have a group such as Water Smart review the Handbook as 

it would provide additional credibility to the work RDRMUG has completed.  Alberta Water Smart 

does have a track record in lobbying the Provincial Government. 

 Should we consider adding a reference in the report to the Federal Government?  The Western 

Economic Diversification Group would be a good avenue to get our “foot in the door” with the 

Federal Government.  Alberta Environment does have a working relationship with this agency. 

 The Town of Sundre has had success in receiving funding support through the Western Economic 

Diversification group for work done on berms on the Red Deer River. 

 Contact should be made to learn what opportunities are available and also provide information on 

the RDRMUG. 

 J. Slemp will contact K. Ryder with contact information and avenues to explore with the Federal 

Government Deputy Minister in charge of this area. 

 B. Shaw commented that Alberta Water Smart has documented information relating to the need for 

future storage on the Red Deer River to support projected growth.  It is acknowledged that this 

additional storage would not be required until current allocation limits were met.  However, it is also 

recognized that storage infrastructure takes a considerable amount of time to happen and therefore it 

is important that RDRMUG be a leader in this process. 

 

Committee consensus is that this topic and relevant background information be brought forward to the 

RDRMUG Executive Committee and Membership for further review and consideration. 
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4.4. Video Project:  

K. Ryder provided a draft showing of the work that has been completed on the RDRMUG Video to 

date.  This video will provide information and support for the Handbook along with a brief history of 

RDRMUG and the steps “Moving Forward.  

K. Ryder acknowledged and thanked the members who have contributed voice clips and photos for this 

project. 

The video is expected to be completed for the RDRMUG meeting in May 2021. 

 

 Consensus of the Committee that this video will provide information that will be useful to all 

current members and those who will be newly elected in 2021. 

 

5. Follow Up Actions re Minister Nixon’s Letter 

Information package was just received from the Minister’s office.  The Committee suggested that the 

information be included for discussion at the next RDRMUG Executive Committee meeting.  

 

6. Additions: 

 

6.1. Meeting with RDRWA/RDRMUG Chairs and Co-Chairs 

Meeting summary included in minutes. 

 

7. Next Meeting:   Call of the Chair 

 

8. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned 12:15pm. 
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RDRWA – RDRMUG 

February 3, 2021 – via Zoom 

10:30am 

Joint Meeting Summary 

Attendees:  K. Dyck - Chair RDRWA, J. Méthot - RDRWA Executive Director, T. Leslie - RDRMUG Co-Chair, 

J. Ireland – RDRMUG Co-Chair, B. Shaw – RDRMUG Advisor/City of Red Deer Rep., K. Ryder – RDRMUG 

Executive Director. 

Purpose of Meeting: To provide an opportunity for the Chairs and Executive Directors of the RDRWA 

and RDRMUG to meet and discuss/share/update information on their respective group’s projects, 

activities of common interest and near future directions being focused on. 

 

RDRWA Items: 

 Priorities/Opportunities for 2021 – 22 include: 

 

o RDRWA has approved a new Three Year Strategic Plan for 2021 – 2024, with activities 

spanning planning, mapping, education, engagement, and communications. 

o New RDRWA  website www.rdrwa.ca 

o The launch of RDRWA film “Source Waters: The Rivers that Shape Us” 

J. Methot advised that the new RDRWA website is up and running.  RDRWA has 

produced a new video “Source Waters” and they are planning a public release to tie in 

with World Water Day 2021 in March.  T.Leslie participated in the film project and will 

be invited to participate in the launch event, with details forthcoming. Communities in 

the basin are a key audience for the film, and the RDRWA is planning a broad rollout.  

o RDRWA has developed a new public mapping platform in collaboration with the Nature 

Conservancy of Canada. The “hydrologically significant areas” mapping portal can be 

used to explore key watershed features (www.rdrwa.ca). 

o The theme of the RDRWA Fall 2021 Showcase will focus on flood and drought resilience.  

It is the intention and desire of RDRWA that these topics will be of specific interest to all 

municipalities within the Red Deer River Basin. 

o RDRWA is continuing to work on riparian and other mapping projects within the Basin. 

o RDRWA Strategic Plan and “Blueprint” update – Josée advised that the 2nd phase of the 

Integrated Watershed Management Plan “Blueprint Phase 2” will address topics 

including land-use, water quantity, and biodiversity. Expect formal initiation in 2022.  

RDRMUG Items: 

 Project Updates and Information include: 

 

o RDRMUG has recently adopted a new Handbook “Looking Back – Moving Forward”. The 

purpose of this report is to provide members, agencies and all stakeholders with an 

overview of MUG’s history and relative actions to move the group forward.  This 

document will be of value to municipal councils, administration and staff and should 

particularly be of benefit to new Councillors and administrations. 
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K. Ryder and B. Shaw presented highlights of the Handbook and outline the 5 

pillars/concerns that RDRMUG Member have identified as priorities to their 

municipalities.  These include: Water Availability, Water Quality, Water Assurance, 

Water Storage and Integrated Water and Watershed Management.  He also advised that 

a video is being produced to support the Handbook and would be available for all 

municipalities. 

 

o Discuss the importance of collaboration on the Integrated Watershed Management Plan 

of the Red Deer River System well prior to current allocations being met. 

 

B. Shaw advised the meeting that it would be in the best interest of all stakeholders to 

promote input into future allocation discussions.  Both the RDRWA and MUG should his 

provide updated reports and studies regarding concerns relating to future allocations 

and allocation limits via respective channels. 

 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

 RDRMUG and RDRWA should explore opportunities to collaborate, while clarifying messaging to 

partners regarding the distinct yet complementary activities of both organizations.  

 World Water Day – 2021 (March 22, 2021) to will launch the RDRWA new film. RDRMUG invited 

to participate. 

 RDRMUG will promote and encourage Members to participate in RDRWA’s Fall Showcase – 

“Flood and Drought Resilience”.  K. Ryder and J. Methot will look at possible ways for both 

groups to participate/collaborate in this event. 

 J. Methot asked if the new RDRMUG Handbook can be shared with the RDRWA Executive. 

K. Ryder advised it is the intention of RDRMUG to have this report shared by all stakeholders in 

the Basin.  The Handbook will be available online with a limited number of print copies also 

available. 

 Importance of both groups working together and ensuring that there are no duplications of 

projects. 

 

Agenda Addition: 

 

 Coal Mining:  

T. Leslie asked that the recent activities of the Alberta Government relating to coal mining issues 

be added for discussion.  He advised that he has had several questions and concerns from the 

residents of Sundre relating to this issue. 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 RDRWA and RDRMUG are providing information on the Coal Mining Policy changes to their 

memberships. 
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 T. Leslie advised that RDRMUG had a presentation from the Deputy Minister of Environment 

and Parks, Ms. Bev Yee, at their January 21, 2021 meeting.  He stated that the Deputy Minister 

had provided detailed background information along with the current activities relating to the 

changes of the Provinces’ coal mining policies and opening up leasing opportunities particularly 

on the “eastern slopes” of the Rockies.  The RDRMUG Co-Chairs have written a letter their 

members providing details of the recent meeting(s). 

 

 Concern over the possible pollution of source water if coal mining in “sensitive” areas proceed. 

 RDRMUG has provided Members with all information from the meeting with the Deputy 

Minister along with an open letter posted by Minister J. Nixon re coal mining. 

 J. Méthot advised that the RDRWA had reviewed this issue and is developing maps and a blog. 

 There is concern that there is inadequate consideration given to the protection of source water 

through proposed coal mining activity.  These activities could have huge implications to water 

quality and quantity. Water monitoring is another key consideration. 

 The Provinces’ current maps reflect sudden changes to a very massive land area. 

 Current maps of lease permits indicate that there could be mining in the James River reaches.  

(The James River is a tributary to the Red Deer River)  

 More information is required on what the public engagement process would be, especially 

under current COVID-19 restrictions. 

 Both groups will continue to monitor the Provinces actions on this issue and continue to provide 

their members with all new information. 

 Information provided must be “science based” will allow members to decide on what their 

future actions would be. 

 

Next Steps: 

The consensus of RDRWA Chair K. Dyck and RDRMUG Co-Chairs Ireland and Leslie was that this meeting 

was worthwhile and productive in exchanging information and investigating ways of collaborating 

projects and events. 

J. Methot and K. Ryder will be in contact to bring forward future meetings. 

 

Adjournment:  

Meeting adjourned by consensus at 12:10 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7

7




