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RED DEER RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN - BACKGROUND REPORT 
A SUPPLEMENT TO CONCERN 5 RE: PLANNING IN  

RED DEER RIVER MUNICIPAL USERS GROUP:  
LOOKING BACK – MOVING FORWARD 

 

Introduction 

 

The Red Deer River Municipal Users Group (MUG) recognizes the water management directions for 

the Red Deer River contained in the Approved Water Management Plan for the South Saskatchewan 

River Basin (Alberta). Two key directions are the water conservation objectives and the water 

allocation limits. 

 

To address a number of substantive Red Deer River basin water related issues, MUG has ruminated 

about the need for a Red Deer River oriented water management plan that would address these 

issues in an integrated fashion. 

 

Provincial Framework for Water Management Planning 

 

In the early 2000s Alberta Environment set out a Framework for Water Management Planning in 

Alberta. It outlies the process for planning and the components of the plan. The framework notes 

the interdependence of water quality and water quantity. The interdependence of water with other 

natural resources and eater must be managed on a watershed basis. 

 

Basic Purpose of a Red Deer River Water Management Plan 

 

The river water management plan is intended to be a (detailed) action plan that addresses key Red 

Deer River water issues and threats within the context of water supply, water quality and the 

increasing demand for water. While remembering the economic, environmental and social 

importance of the river across the entire watershed, and beyond, the plan would reflect the interplay 

of the river with other natural resources within the Red Deer River Basin. It would also consider the 

role of the Red Deer River as a key sub-basin within the South Saskatchewan River watershed.  

 

Support for the Red Deer River Integrated Watershed Management Plan 

 

The Red Deer River Watershed Alliance, as directed by the Provincial Water for Life strategy, in the 

process of preparing an integrated watershed management plan (IWMP) for the Red Deer River 

Basin. The first phase of the IWMP, Blueprint: Water Quality has been completed. It provides a 

series of goals, targets and recommended basic actions to maintain and improve water quality 

(river, lake and groundwater) throughout the watershed. The second phase is intended to address 

the quantity and use of water, within a context of guiding watershed conservation actions and land 

use management. 

 

MUG has been supportive of the process to prepare Blueprint and will continue to be so throughout 

phase 2 and the ongoing implementation of the plan. In advocating a river water management plan, 

MUG views it as a highly relevant aspect of the IWMP. Certainly, it is not meant to take the place of 

any aspect of the IWMP, but to dovetail with the goals, targets and actions of the IWMP. 

 

In this regard the variety of water provisions within a Red Deer River Water Management Plan, as 

seen through the lens of the IWMP, would relate to and augment the land and related resources 

provisions in the IWMP. 
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Basic Principles of a Water Management Plan  

 

Basic Principles of a river water management plan would follow those of the Provincial Framework 

for Water Management Planning, being: 

 

 Water must be managed sustainably 

 Water is a vial component of the environment 

 Water plays an essential role in a prosperous economy and balanced economic development 

 Water must be managed using an integrated approach with other natural resources 

 Water must be managed in consultation with the public (and all water use sectors – my 

addition) 

 Water must be managed and conserved in a fair and efficient manner. 

 

Global views of integrated water resource management emphasize three basic principles would also 

apply: 

 

 Social equity: Water is a basic need and hence there is the basic right for everybody to 

have access to water of adequate quantity and quality. 

 Ecological integrity: Water in sufficient quantities with sufficient quality should persist in 

the environment. Water should be used in a sustainable way, so that the future users will 

be able to use it in a similar or better ways as the present generation. Aquatic ecosystems 

are acknowledged as users and that adequate allocation is made to sustain their natural 

functioning. 

 Economical efficiency: Water must be used with maximum possible efficiency to bring the 

greatest benefit to the greatest number of users possible within the available financial and 

water resources. 

 

Terms of Reference 

 

The Province’s Framework for Water Management Planning sets out, as a minimum, what the terms 

of reference must include: 

 

 an overview of current conditions and an initial description of the issues 

 a geographic description of the planning area 

 the intended objectives of the planning process 

 the roles, responsibilities and accountability of those who will be involved 

 the potential linkage to Regional Strategies 

 the proposed public consultation process 

 a work plan 

 information requirements, and 

 a proposed schedule for the planning process. 

 

Authorization of the Terms of Reference is required from the Director(s) responsible for water 

management in Red Deer River basin and would address the intended outcome of the planning 

process. The Director decides whether it is appropriate to proceed with a Water Management Plan, 

an Approved Water Management Plan, a Water Conservation Objective or other tools under the 

Water Act. It may be decided that the proposed work is not a water management plan and therefore 

the Framework for Water Management Planning does not apply. The decision will be made based on 

the relevance of the issue to water management as well as other Water Act requirements. 
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Draft General Content of a River Water Management Plan 

A simplified list of the possible contents of a Red Deer River Water Management Plan is: 

1. Purpose 

2. Vision and Goals 

3. Planning process 

4. Involvement of stakeholders 

5. Provincial policy context 

6. Natural land resources of the basin, and the health thereof 

7. River water resource and the health thereof 

8. Regional and south Saskatchewan River Basin strategies 

9. Red Deer River Watershed Management Plan 

10. Water scenarios 

11. Scoping of water issues and identification of key priority issues (for example) 

 Adequate supply of water through all seasons 

 Reliable water quality for aquatic ecosystems and human use 

 Assurance of available water to sustain the basin’s economy 

 Source water protection 

 Water allocation 

 Water storage 

 Water sharing in times of shortages (among Red Deer River water users) 

 Drought management (including water sharing with southern basins) 

 Flood management 

 Other issues 

12. Strategies, targets (measures) and action plans for goal achievement 

13. Responsibilities and implementation schedule 

14. Monitoring program 

15. References 

16. Appendices 
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