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MEETING SUMMARY 

10:00AM, Friday, 9:30am – 10:30am, April 23, 2021 
Virtual: Zoom  

 

Attendees: 

 

      Government of Alberta, Environment and Parks 

 H. von Hauff, Executive Director, Water and Waste Policy 

 S. Wallace, Director. Water Allocation and Quantity 

 M. Seneka, Sr. Hydrologic Specialist 

 K. Pridgen, Sr. Policy Advisor 

 

      RDRMUG 

 T. Leslie, Town of Sundre, RDRMUG Co-Chair 

 J. Ireland, Lacombe County, RDRMUG Co-Chair 

 B. Shaw, City of Red Deer, RDRMUG 

 G. Parsons, Town of Sylvan Lake 

 J. Slemp, Special Areas 

 D. Wyntjes, City of Red Deer 

 K. Ryder, RDRMUG 

 

Purpose of Meeting: 

 

Meeting was to follow-up meeting(s) with Minister J. Nixon and Deputy Minister B. Yee with key Alberta 

Environment Staff to discuss future municipal water security issues in the Red Deer River Basin.  This meeting 

was to focus on the RDRMUG Crown Reservation process and what the Department has in the “works” for any 

future storage planning in the Basin. 

 

The meeting format was an open round table discussion. 

 

Meeting Summary: 

 

T. Leslie opened discussion by thanking the staff for their time in meeting with RDRMUG.  He stated that 

RDRMUG was very interested in working with and assisting the Department on these issues and appreciated 

the opportunity to exchange information and resources. 

 

H. von Hauff thanked the group and offered to lead the discussion and would call on her colleagues to provide 

information on the discussion items.  She stated that the items presented by RDRMUG were being looked at as 

“solutions” and at this time it would be necessary to fully review the “issues” that these solutions would solve.  

A commitment was made that relevant staff would conferred with to follow-up these issues and a further 

meeting would be held in 4 – 6 weeks with both groups. 

 

S. Wallace presented the current situations and circumstances where Crown Reservation have been used in the 

past and that it would difficult for RDRMUG to secure this type of an allocation under current allocation limits 

and policies. He stated that there may be other options available but would need to review the overall situation 

with other key staff that would involve other Government Departments such as Agriculture and Forestry. 
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J. Slemp spoke on the importance of developing a strategy plan that would eventually lead to future storage 

within the Red Deer River Basin.  This is necessary due to the lengthy process required to bring any type of 

storage into reality.  Reference was made to the studies and modeling that has been completed by  

Groups such Alberta Watersmart that clearly showed the need for additional storage to meet population and 

economic growth. 

 

D. Wyntjes explained that to ensure continuity in the process leadership and action on these matter must come 

from the Government Staff as turnover of the elected officials has caused a lot of unnecessary work in providing 

duplicate information and re-starts. 

 

General discussion included: 

 Almost 500,000 Alberta Residents depend on the Red Deer River for their water need. 

 Need to proactively look into the security of water for all users. 

 Willingness of both Groups to work together 

 

 

 

Closing: 

 

T. Leslie thanked the Department for their input and open discussions. He reiterated that RDRMUG was 

prepared to work on these issues by sharing resources and input that would help to ensure the future security of 

water within the Basin. 

 

H. von Hauff also thanked the Group and stated that she would begin the process to hold a follow-up meeting 

with the appropriate key staff.  It would take 4 to 6 weeks to prepare material for future meeting.  She will be in 

contact with K. Ryder to arrange a future meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 10:30am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


